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Yission 262 was a mining opera-
tion that will be reported in a
separate Toctical iission Report
which receives only limited dis=-
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HEADW . RTERS
XXI Bomber Camand
LFO 234

SUBJECT: Rerort of .ttacks on 4 Cities and 1 Frecisicon Target
Honshu o 12/13 July, 19%5. N

TO ; Camanding General, Twentieth Air Force, Jashingtam, 25, DeCe

l. IDESTIFICATION OF MIZSICNS:

as Ficld Order Mumber 98, Headquarters XXI Bomber Command,
dated 12 July 1945. directed the 58th,73rd, 313th, 314th, and 315th
Bombardment Jings to participate in attacks against 4 eitics and 1 oil
procision. target on Honshu in XXI Bazber Comand Missions Number 263
threugh 267.

. be Tarsets Srecificd:

(1) Primary Visual and Radar Tarpets:

Mission Force

Number Tarzet ding Assimned
263 Utsunauiya Urban irea (90413) 58th 4 Groups
26 Ichinauiya Urban arca (90.20) 73rd 4 Groups
265  Tsuruga Urban area (90,22) 313th 3 Groups
266 Uwajima Urban arca (90431) 314th 4 Groups
267 Kawasaki Ietroleun Center (90,17-128)  315th 70 Aircraft

(2) No seccndary cor last resat targots were spocifieds

2. STRATEGY iND PIANS OF OPER.TIN:

as Selection of D-Day: These night incendiary missioms were
a continuation of the plan where the different Jings of the Bamber
Comand vere assigned scparate cities far attack by night radar bamnbing
methods which had proven successful o recent missicnse (For details
see Tactical Missions Reports far Missions 234 through 237, 240 through
243, 247 through 250, 251 through 255 and 257 thraigh 261)e 4nother
radar precisicn attack against an oil target (see Tactical Mission
Repart for missians number 232, 238 and 245 for dotails of previous
attacks) was to be simultanecqusly executecd with thege missiconse On the
basis of a weather prediction presented m 12 July, firm decisim was
made to attacke -

b, Impartance of Tarmets:

(1) Mission Mumber 263, Utsungniva: Located 60 miles north
of Tokyo in a northern projection of the Kanto plain, Utsunaniya is the
capital of Tochigi Frefecture and is tho largest city in the plains aub=-
side of the Tokyo-Yokchama areas Its population in, 1940 was 87,868,
Recent photo reconnaissance had shoin substantial increases in houses
adjoining the new Nakajima .iircraft Company Flante The city's importance
lies in its being a unit in the arc of defenses araund Tokyo and a link

in the Nakajima Aircraft complexe
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(2) Mission Mumber 264, Ichinaniys: Important as me of
the main "feeder" cities into the Nagoya aireraft center, Ichinmiya
is 9 miles northwest of Nagoya an the dauble track Tokaido main line.
Maibara, @ the eastern edge of lake Biwa, is 27 miles west of Ichinaniya,
Gifu is 9 miles sauthcast of it and Kiso Gawa is ) miles weste Ichinamiya
is reportcd to be a new munitions center and the sub~assembly plants in
the city had becque more important due to the damage done to Nagoya. It
is an old city, with little new housing, The built-up area cxtends abaut
1 mile  the east-west axis and 1.2 miles m the north-scuth extensione
The city is built in a spider-like fashion, with roads and railways
radiating fran a central point. Nikko Gaws encireles the city at the
north, but there are no effeetive fire breaks except for a shrine and
the park in the center of the citye

(3) Mission NMumber 269, Tsuruga: Tsuruga is located 11
miles northwest of the northernmost tip of Biwo Ko, 47 miles northeast
of Kvoto on Tsuruga Jan, and has a population of 31,346. It has a built-
up area of 1 square mile and the 2 small streams in the city are not
cconsidered to be adequate fire breaks. Good landmarks of the city are
the breakwaters and Xanoge Saki. Tsuruga is e of the 3 most important
of the Korea shttle ports and is < a cross-island route that ties
into the Tokaido.main railrcad lines The pre-war low capacity traffic
has been greatly increased because of shipments which can be made more
safely in the Japan Sea, The city is important because in its small
canpret area it includes a port, warchcuses, and railway facilitiese
A new chenical plant is located to the saithe

() Mission Number 266, Uwajima: Uwajima is located
on Uwajima Bay cn the west central ccast of Shikckue It is capablg of
handling ships up to 1000 tons in good anchorages. The city is also
a praminent silk and textile centore

(5) Mission Mumber 267, Kawasaki Fetroleum Center: Located
on the Kawasaki waterfront industrial area, the Kawasald Petroleum
Center is cn a man-made island of approximately 2300 square feet,
located at the appraximate center of 14,000 linear feet of industrial
water frcnte This refinery is estimated to be capable of refining up
to 2,000,000 barrels of crude oil per year and has starage facilities
for over 1,200,000 barrels,

co Details of Flannipg--Opcrationals
(1) Bambing Flans:
(a) Determinatien of Bamb Load:

1. For Mission 263, the 58th Wing was to lcad 2
Groups with M-47 incendiary bambs and 2 Groups with 500-pcaund E-L6
aimable clusters containing M~b9 incendiary bambs. This locad was
specified on the basis of efficient utilization of availaqple supplies
of incendiary baabs. The banbing accuracy expected indicated thet
sufficient tomnage wauld be placed on the target by normal effort of
the /inge The M-47 incendiary bambs were to be placed m the target
first in crder to saturato the fire defenses and to start appliance
fires thaighait the area, thereby inereasing the expected damage per
cluster of the M-69 banbs to be used in the latter stages of the attacke
The target area was highly congested and inflammable and it was estimated
that a density of 200 tons per square mile on the target area waild .
cause the desired destructicn of the mixed residential and industrial
structuress The M-69 baubs to be used in the clusters were sslected
sincec the penetration required was slight due to the target's high
inflammebility and large fires cculd be expected to start shartly there-
afters An intervalameter setting of 75 feet far the bambs and 50 feet
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for the clusters was chosen to get maximum tanage o the target area
and to attain proper density for each aireraft pattern.

20 For Mission Number 264, the 73rd Wing was
instructed to direct a normal effort of 4 Groups carrying clusters
containing M=69 banbs to the extent of availability ar Me47 incendiary
banbs. However, the ¥ing had no flexibility in determining the bamb
load for this missim due to the fact tHAY CHERTBatbs were available
fa use at this partieular time. One hundred per cent use of this bamb
against a Japanese urban area had never been made and was normally
considered impracticable, sincethere were insuffisient Be7 shackles
in any Wing to premit exclusive usc of the T-19 oluster adapters,
Ixclusive use of this baib with the B-10 shackle was expected to result
in excegsive hangeups and malfunctionse The bamb was considered
desirable for use against the nixed residential and industrial area
to be attacked, due to the high charge and weight ratio of the bambe
The large number of appliance fires anticipated were expected to exact
maximum destruction of the area to be attackeds 4 75 foot intervalameter
spacing was specified to get a bamb donsity of 225 tms per sguare mile
in the target, sufficient to achieve the destruction desireds

3¢ For Missicn Number 265, since the target area
Was amall and highly cwngested, omsisting chiefly of industrial and
warehcuse areas, 3 Groups of the 313th Jing, a nomal effort, was to
attacks One Group was to carry M-47 baubs and 2 Graups were to carry
500-paund incendiary clusters, This was expected to.place an average
density of approximately 250 tcns per square mile of the target area
to obtain the maximum destructions The rmnitions seledted were on the
basis of utilizatiom of available supplies and for the characteristics
as sot forth for the other missions in this series of strikess Since
the target was small and a high concentration was needed for destructiom,
an intervalaneter setting of 50 feet was spacified for the M-47 banbs
and 35 feet for the clusters to attain the maximum density as well as to
insure unifarm coverages

L. For Mission Number 266, the 4 Groups of the
314th Wing were to participate in this normal effart, with 2 Graups
carrying M=47 banbs and 2 Groups carrying E=46 500-pcund aimable
clusters cotaining M-69 bambs. The target arca was rolatively small
consisting of typical Japancse residential and industrial area type
structures, and having several fire broaks. It was planned to put an
average density of 200 to 225 tons per squarc mile @ the target,
bolieved to be sufficicnt to insure destruction of the arca. The rcasons
for the solections of the banbs were the same as those set farth for
the other missions, The intervalaneter setting speoificd, 75 feet for
the bombs and 50 feet far the clusters, was expected to insure maxifum
unifam density fran the force assigned, as well as to'be sufficicnt
to destroy the target arca,

B¢ For each of these 4 incendiary missicns the
first 12 aireraft airbarne, which were to include the 12 best radar
orews, were to carry Me47 incendiary banbs and were to precedoe the
main farce as pathfinders to mark the target areass .

6o Tuzings were to be instantaneas nose far
the M-47 banbs and the clusters were set to open 5000 foet above the
targets The instantanes nose fuzing was to cnable the bambs to
burst only a few feet beneath the roofs to give maximum spread to the
burning napalm in oarder to increase the ignitien of the inflammable
buildings as well as their ccntents, The cluster fuzings was far
maximum funetioning of both the cluster and the individwal bambs afieér
the cluster had openede °
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7, For Mission Number 267, all aircraft of the
315th Wing were to carry 500-paund general purpose bambs, fuzed with

a 1/10 seccnd delay nose and 1/40 & 1/100 second dolay tails, The 500-pound

baunb was selected since the target installations were of both the
storage and refinery type, and the large number of bamd hits expscted
to be attained was expected to cause maximum damage to both manufacture
ing and starage facilities. The 1/40 and 1/100 second delay tail fuze
was selected to permit penetratica of the banb beneath the tank tops

to a sufficient depth to assure detonation belos the contents level

and ths causing maximum damagee This delay was also expected to be
mest effective against the multi-stay buildings included in the target
area, The 1/10 secand delay nose fuze was selected cnly as an assurance
fuzeo

(b) Bombing Data: (For pictures of the targets and
location of mean points of impact see Annex A, Fart III).

1., For Mission Mumber 263, a mean point of

impact near the center of Utsunmiya was selected since a probable
ecircular error of 4000 feet included the whole citye

2, For Mission Xumber 26, a mean point of
impact was selected near the center of Ichinaiiya. A probable circular
error of 3000 feet included all of the important part of the city's
built~up areae

3. For Mission Mumber 264, the mean point of
impact selected for Tsuruga was near the center of the city and a
probable circular errar of 3000 feet included the entire citye

Lo For Mission Number 266, the mean point of
impact selected was scuth of the hill in the center of Uwajima and a
probable cireular errar of 4000 feet included all of the city, with
the exception of the nartheast extension of the areae

. For Mission Number 267, the mean point o

impact selected was in the center of the Kawasakl Petroleum Center
and a probable circular errar of 1500 feet included all installaticmse

ém The missicns were similar to other strikes
where ) ilings were assigned separate cities for incendiary night attack
using radar methods of bambing and the 315th ing was assigned a
precision target. Determination of axes and altitudes of attack was
dependent cn the best radar and antiaircraft consideraticns, which
are discussed by those specialists in this reporte It was planned
t0 have approximately 550 B=29's take part in these missions and it
was anticipated that 3775 tms of banbs wauld be placed on all targetse
Important banbing planning considerations follcus

Mission Bombing Axis of Length Time
Wing  Number ~ Altitudes Attack of Fun of Run Drift
(feet) (degrees) (miles) (minutes) (degrees)

58th 263 13,000 to
13,800 286 43 9% 4 right

73rd 26} 10,000 to
10,800 80 ye 9} 1 right

313th 265 12,000 to :
12,800 3 32 7 3/4 8 right
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Missicn Bambing
ding Mumber =~ Altitudes

(feet)
3lith 266 10,000 to
10,800
315¢h 267 15,000 to
16,000

Axis of Ienght Time
Attack of Run of Run Drift
(degrees) (miles) (minutes) (degrees)

105 3k ™ 3% left

L2 50 11 2} left

(2) Navigation: The S Jings were to use Ino Jima en rate
out and on return as per the XXI Bomber Caumand Tactical Doctrines Fram
Two Jima to the target and return, the rate plans were as follais:

(a) Mission Number 263, Utsunomiya:

Route

3545N-14100E

to
3623N-14038E (IF)

to
Target

to
364,38-140438

to
3600N-14119E

Reagons for Choice

This dead reckoning point east of Chosi Point
was selected to keep aircraft out of the Chosi
flak area.

Initial point was the easily identified mouth
of the Mito River on the eastern shore of
Honshu,

A right turr was to be made after the attacke

This point was designated to keep aircraft on
course to land's end and to avoid the flak
areas at Hitachie

land's end.

(b) Mission Number 26M, Ichinomiya:

Route
33530-13608E
to
3458N-135558

to
351230N-1360700E (IP)

to

Target

to
3520N-13710E

to
343830N-1380400E

Reasong for Choice

landfall was this jutting point ef easily
identified land at Kinomoto. .

To make the turn cnto the target smaller, this
point on the lower part of Biwa Ko Bay was
designated as a turning pointe

The jutting point of land on the eastern side
of Biwa Ko which made a good radar approach
to the target was selected as Initial Pointe
A right turn was to be made after the attack,

This point was designated to avold the flak
at Nagoyao
This was designated as land's ende

(¢) Mission Mumber 265, Tsuruga:”

Route
3354N-13608E

to

3512N-13604E (IP)

to
Target

to
34501-13636E

Reasons_for Choige

Ianifall was this easily identified point on
the coaste

Okino Shima in Biwa Ko was selected as Initial
Point since it was easily identified and
provided the best radar approach to the target:
A right turn was designated off the targete

After lard's end in Magoya Bay this easily
identified point was designateds
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(@) Hission Mumber 266, Upais a
w===200 umper 206, Urajima
Reagons for Choice

This point north of Nobeoka was chosen for
landfall, .

This point east of Oita was seleoted for a
smaller turn at the initial point,

The easily identified tip of the peninsula
Jutting out from Shikoku wag selected as the

Route
3242N-13150E

to
3314308~1314700E
to

332030N-1520100E (1p)

to initial point for a good approach to the target,
Target A right turn was designateq af'ter the attack
and then to land's end,
(e) Mission Mumber 67, Kawasnki Potroleum Co ter:
Route Rengons_for Chojce
3436308-1385100E Landfall was the easily identified lower point

of the peninsula betwesn Tsuruga and Sagami

to Bay,

34578-13909E (1P) The easily identified Kawana Misaki point on
the western shore of Sagami. Bay that provided
for a straight run between landfall and target

to was selected as initial point.

Target

to

3520N-14024E

This point was designated as land's end to
take the force over the least defended area
of the peningula,

(3) Flight Enginesring s

(a) For Missions Number 263, 264, 265 and 266 the
Planning was as follows:

le Altitudes ang speeds were planned for maximum

fuel economy and safety, as well as for compression of the striking

forces,

2. Fuel reserve data indicated that none of the
‘Hings would require bomb bay tanks and that a total fuel load of approxe
imately 6600 gallons would be carried, unless inclement weather would
Tequire larger fuel reserves,

3o No maximum or minimun bomb loads were speci-
fied. It was anticipated that of the potential capacity of 18,000
bounds per palne for each @ing (with the exception of the 58th Wing
whose potential capacity ‘was 16,000 per aircraft) that loads would

average approximately 15,000 pounds, The ammunition load was esti-
mated at 300 pounds,

(b) For Mission Mumber 267 the plamning was as followst

Except for the bombing run and the compression
were to fly at gpeeds and altitudes which
vould allow maximum renge and safety, Speeds to be used were to be 5
miles per hour faster than recommended speeds by XXT Bomber Command
regulations, No assemblies were planned,

. 1,
of the force, all airceraft

2» It 'was expected to load full wing and center
section tanks and to carry 18,000 pounds of bombs,
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(4) Ragar:

(a) For Mission Nunber 263, the planning was as follows:

1. The Radar check points en route to landfall
were to be Iwo Jima and its radar beacon and the chain of islands between
Iwo Jima and Choai Point,

2s A reference turn 10 miles east of Chosi Point
w7ag selected to avoid antiaircraft defenses in the area and the coast
line was expedted to be within eagy radar ranges lLandfall and the
initial point, the mouth of the Mito River, was a prominent projection
along the smooth coast line north of Chosi,

. 3o Utsunomfyn was considered a difficult inland
radar target, but the radar return shoved up well above 12,000 feet and
for that reason the bombing altitude of 13,000 to 13,800 feet was
specified. The only good radar approach was upwind and it was directed
that direct radar .synchronous bombing be useds

(b) For Mission Hunber 261, the planning was as follows:

Ll The only radar check point en route to land-
fall was Iwo Jima,

2. Landfall “as the easily identified point on
the peninsula projection at Kinomoto, south of which the coagt is smocth
and regulare

3. The initial point was the point on the east-

ern shore of Biwa Ko which had been used succegsfully on all missions
to the Nazoya area, :

L4 Ichinomiya was considered a difficult inland
radar target although there were numerous radar reference pointse The
only good radar approach was from west to east, whereby the target
cduld be identified from’the initial points The 3 main radar check
points formed a triangle, one of which was Gifu amd Ogaki, another
was a straight line of 3 signals from northwest Nagoya to the target
which inecluded industrial areas along the railway line and the last was
the return from the wide river west of the target. By utilizing these
references the target could be found and bombing could be accomplished
by fixed-angle or-synchronous radar release.

(c) For Mission Mumber 265, the planning was as follow:

1o Iwo Jima was the only radar check point between
base and lamdfall,

2o Landfall point was the same as that for Mission
Number 264 and the initial point was located en the easily identified
distinctive shore 6f Biwa Ko, By setting up a straight course from
landfall to target, good results were anticipated. This was expected

to enable aircraft to set Up a good course and have bombing data checked
prior to synchronization.

3. Tsuruga is located on the coast amd has
numerous radar reforence points to aid bombings By utilizing the
straight approach it was anticipmted that there would be more radar
reledases on the briefed axis and that drift and course coald be checksd
throughout the approachs The comst line northeast of the target and
the large chemical plant south of the target were expected to be good
radar aids to identify Tsuruga, The target radar return was considered
good, although it was expected thiat there might be some difficulty
experienced from the hilly returps between the initial point and the
targets.

e ™
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(@) For Mission Mumber 266, the planning was as follows:

Le Imo Jima was to be the only radar check point
en route to landfall,

2+ Landfall was to be made on ths distinctive
coastal point north of Nobeoka, Radar navigation to the initial point
was expected to be good, with the peninsula coast line expected to give
good check points for radar fixes and wind runs. The initial point was
on the most prominent point in the area, the peninsula on the vestern
coast of Shikoku, and was easily identified by radare

3. Uiajima was considered to be a difficult
radar target. Although reconnaissance routes had been run from the
north, south and west, it was decided that a run from the northwest
would be bests The hilly terrain and the numerous islands wers expected
to zive a confusing radar picture. Use 6f an axis from the peninsula
tip was to avoid these confusing islands, and Ku-Shima was to bs used
as a reference point for céurse determination, The city gives a fair
radar return at low ranges, while Ku-Shima could be picked up at the
initial pointe Direct synchronous release was to be used for bombings

(e) For Mission Munber 267, the planning was as follows

1. Iwo Jima was to be the first radar check
point on which to use the beacon for position determination, The island
chain was not expected to be of any assistance since the APQ=7 can only
see targets within 30 degrees of headinge The only possible islands
that could be utilized for checking would be the Nishino Shima islands,

2 landfall vwas expected to be easily identified
because it was on the southern tip of the arrowvhead=-shaped peninsula
gsouth of Fuji San., Course for landfall to the target was to be straight,
using the prominent coastal point on the above-mentioned peninsula as
the initial pointe

3. It was planned to use 2 aircraft on this
mission to act as radar wind ships to transmit their average wind to
all other aircraft, This procedure was expected to set up accurate
bombing data prior to landfall. By using a straight course from land-
fall, all operators were expected to be able to check ground speed
and refine the drift. Since the target was built on a series of square
Jetties of reclaimed land on the coast in Tokyo Bay, the APQ-7 resolves
these jetties as separate targets and this was expected to make it
easy to pick the exact target location, Direct radar synchronous
bombing was to be used for release,

(5) Ra:

(a) For Missions' Mumber 263 through 266, special
Janming airplanes were not recommended since the flak was expected to
be meager at these 4 urban targets, Electronic Jjammers were to be
installed in each’strike aireraft to barrage the 72-8) megacycle and
190~210 megacycle regions, Spot jammers wers to be employed to- jam
any gearchlight or gun-laying radars outside the barrage. Rope was
to be carricd and dispensed in accordance with existing regulations.
Search of enemy radar from 20-3000 megacycle was to be continued and
enemy communications were to be recorded.

(b) For Mission Mumber 267, because of the intense
flak expected in the target area, it was planned that the 314th Ying
would furnish 2 jaming aireraft to cover the 315th Wing strike due
to the fact the latter Wing was not yet equipped with jamming equipmente
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The special jamming aircraft weré to orbit the position of 3530N~
13942E with a radius of 10 miles, 1 at an altitude of 17,000 feet

and 17,500 feet for the other, The special jamming aircraft were to

be equipped to barra_e the 72-84 megacycle and 190-210 megacycle regions
and to spot jam any gun-laying or searchlight radars appearing outside
the barrage. Rope was to be carried by all strike aircraft to be
dispensed when protection was needed from radar-controlled antiair-
craft guns and searchlightse

(6) Air-Sea Rescue: The Mavy was furnished with details
of thease missions and provided the air-sea rescue facilities shown on
the chart in Annex &, Part VIII, which alsoc includes facilities provided
by the XXI Bomber Commande

d. Details of Planning--Intellizence:
(1) Encmy Air Opposition:
{a) For Mission Mumber 263, it was anticipated that

10 to 15 fightcrs might oppose the mission to Utsunomiya with negligible
effect,

(b) For Mission Mumper 26k, it was estimated that
15 to 20 interceptors might offer negligibls to nil opposition at
Ichinomiyae

(¢) For Mission Mumper 26§, it was cstimatod that
10 to 15 fighters might offer nil to negligible opposition at Tsurugae

(4) For Mission Mumber 266, it was estimated that

5 to 10 fighters might present nil to negligible opposition at Uzajimae -

(e) For Migsion Mumber 267, it wag estimated that
40 to 50 fighters might intercept the strike at the Kawasaki Petroleum
Center, with 10 to 12 of the planes being twin-engine night fighters,
Opposition was expected to be negligible to icake

(f) The anticipated continucd veak showing of the
Japanesc air force was based on the fact that the enemy had committed
a large proportion of its fighters to an anticipated invasions Another
controlling factor was tho apparent shorta:e of aviation gasolines
Although the Japanese have night fightsrs, they are fe and their .
equipment is far below Allicd standardse For that reason night-
fighter interception, as well as night fighter day fighter combinations
remained weaks, Host of the interception was expected to occur in the
target area where the B-29's were expected to be silhouetted by fires
or searchlights. There was nothing to indicate that the Japanese
would employ new tactics, It was assumed that the enemy would be
able to warn his defenses 3 to 5 hours prior to landfall by the bombers
and that interceptors would meet the B-29's approximately 50 miles out
at sea., The diversity of the targets and the anticipated poor operation~
al weather was expected to reduce the opposition listed aboves

(2) Enemy Antiaircrafi:
(a) For Mission Mumber 263, it was determined that

the Utsunomiya defenses included 20 heavy guns, 86 medium weapons and
an cstimated 2 to 6 searchlights. This was a moderate, but poor defense
azainst night attack because no searchlights had been noted in the arcae
The specified attack altitude of 13,000 fect was to avoid other flak

arease
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(b) For Mission Mumber 26k, there were no defenses
apparent in the immediate vicinity of Ichinomiya, but the airplanes
“ere expected to be within range of the following Nagoya defensesi
12 heavy guns, 23 mediwm weapons and an estimated 2 to 15 searchlightse
The route avoided flak areas, with the exception of the soeuthern tip
of Biwva Ko, where only mecager and inaccurate flak had beén encountered
on previous missions, &t the planncd altitude of attack, 10,000 feet,
only mcager and generally inaccurate antiaircraft fire was anticipated.
A breakvay to the northeast was planncd to avoid other defenses in the
Nagoya arca. The route to land's end was planned to avoid defended
arcass

(e) For Mission Mudber 26%, the Tsuruga defensos
included 6 and possibly 12 heavy guns, 2 medium sreapons and 1) scarch=-
light. This meager defense prosentod no pianning problem. The route
avoidcd hcavily defended areas and mea cr and inadeurate flak was
expocted on the approach through the Biva Ko arca, at PTsu and at
Yokkaichi en route to land's cnde

(@) For Mission Mumber 266, photographs of the
Uwajima arca had pinpointed 6 medium eapons and very meager and
inaccurate heavy flak had been encountcrcd on previous missions, The
routo to the target arca was planned to avoid the Oita and Saeki
defcnses, Flak considerations did not eater into the planninge

() For Mission Mumber 267, in the immediate
vieinity of the Kawasaki Petroleum Center the planes would be in range
of 128 hcavy guns and in addition there wore about 30 guns in the
Yokosuke aroa which would be within range. On the approach the
planes would pass over the guns of tho Hiratsuka defenses, Approx=
imatcly 50 to 70 secarchlights w7ould be effective on the planncd approachs
It was planned to use rope, desynchronize engines and utilize cloud
undercast to decrcase scarchlight effcctiveness. The routes had been
determined chiefly on the basis 6f the best radar approach, To
penctrate the Kavasaki dock area, it was @ifficult to plan a route to
avoid flak., The axis of attack was planned as closely as possible
to the downwind approach, which was expected to reduce the flak riske
Only fairly accurate 'flak was oxpected at the planned altitude of
attack, . 15,000 to 16,000 feet. On leaving thc target arca, a break-
avay to the right across Tokyo Bay was specified. This would bring
the plancs within range of 10 heavy guns north of Kisarazu, but this
breakaway was necessary to avoid the large flak concentrations in
Tokyos

3. BXECUTION OF THE MIISIONS:

a. .Take-Off: Take-off was accomplished in few scatbared
shovers as follows: i
. First last

ifigsion Wing Pathfinders Main Force Iake-off Take-off

263 58th 11 119 1207052 1208402
264 73rd 12 118 1209052  121016Z
265 313th 11 87 1207512 © 1209152
266 31ith 12 118 1207004 1208122
267 315th — _bo 1208302 1209092

XXI B.C, Totals 46 502% 1207002 1210162

% Thig total doos not include 2 weathor, 2 RCM, 4 wind-run and
.}y Super Dumbo aircrafte .

«) 0w
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b. Route Cut: Long range navigation was accomplished by air=
craft proceeding individually to the target areas. 4 frontal system
over the coast line made radar navigation difficult and caused over-
runing of the initial point in sevcral instances and hindered compressi~
bility. Only 3 aircraft had excessive navigation errors at landfall.

¢c. Over Tarpets: (See Consolidated Statistical Summary,
Annex E, for details)e

(1) irimary Tarzets: Targot arca navigation, wind
determination and bombing were accomplished by radar due to the poor
weather conditions encountercd. Time control shoved an impro vement
over other provious missions. The 73rd fing accomplished a superior
job, putting 99 per cent of its 12 aircraft over its primary target
in 70 minutes. The 508 aircraft (including 1 weather and 1 wind-run
aircraft) that bombed the primary targets between 14002 and 17457 at
altitudes ranging from 6000 to 16,700 feet dropped a total of 35785
tons of bombs,

(2) Targets of Opportunity: Fourteen aircraft {including
3 that also bombed primary targcts) bombed various targets of opportunity
with 89 tons of bombs between 1429Z and 1735Z from altitudes between
9900 and 16,000 foets

(3) Thirty-one aircraft were non~effoctive on these
missionsa

d. Route Bmck: Roturns to base wore cccomplishod ns briefed,
with the exccption of 38 aircroeft that landod ot Iwo Jima,

e, Landing: Aircraft landed in light showors as faldows:

iission Hing First landing lagt landing
263 58th 1221362 1300552
264 73rd 1221475 1301042
265 313th 1220202 1223242
266 314th 122054% 1300304
267 315%h 1222217 0005
XXT B, C. Total 1220202 1301042

f. Losses: A total of 3 aircraft was lost, 2 to mechanical
and accidental factors and 1 to unkrown reasonse

8. Operational Summary:

(1) DNavigation: See dnnex 4, Part I, for track charts
of all missionse

(2) Bombing: (See Amex 4, Part IV, for detailed
reports)s. Bombing results on these missions were considered satis-
factory,

: (3) Flight neineering: (See Annex A, FPart V, for
ohart, and Annex E, Consolidated Statistical Summary, for fuel
gonsumption and weight data)e

wlle
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(a) Narrative of Missions ag Flown:

1. GCruise to Mainland: Individual climbs
were made immediately after take-off to altitudes between 4000 to
8000 feet, whore the initial cruise was flown. DNo assemblies were
mades Compression of the forces was effected by varying cruising
altitudes and air speedse.

2. Bomb Run: ' Bombing was conducted by indivi-
dQual aircraft at altitudes between 6,000 and 16,700 feete

3. Return to Bagse: Return tobase was conducted
by individual airplanes without difficulty. Minimum fuel was used by
airplanes cruising at 14,000 to 16,000 fect and descending into the
traffic pattern. Specified maximum range speeds gave thc best fuel
gonsumptione

(b) Comments:' No airplanes carried bomb bay tankse
All Wings, ‘except the 315th Wing, carricd full loads of bombs. The
315th \ing, carrying general purposc bombs, carried an average of 8l
per cent of full load capacity and landed with an average of 1175
gallons of fuel, Twenty per cent of the aircraft airborne by the 58th
Wing landed at Ivo Jima due to excessive fucl consumption because of
the cold fronts encounterede

(4) BRadar: (See iAnnex A, Part VI, for report on equip=
ment performance)s Only 12 aircraft madc visual target sightings on
these missionse

(5) Gunnery: (See Annex A, Part VII, for report).
There was no important gunnery activity during these missionse

(6) Air=Sca Rescue: (See Annex 4, Part IX for details).
Two aircraft ditched, 1 en route to target and 1 on route to basee
Of the 21 crew members, 12 were rescued, 2 were killed ard 7 were
missing. Another aireraft is missing to unknown rcasons, 10 crew
members aboard.

he Weathgr: (See Annex B, for details). The weather
encountered on thgsc missions was approximately as forecast and did
not interfere with their performance.

i, OCommunications:

(1) RQM: (See Annex C, Part I, for details)e Twentye
nine RCM Observers took part in these missionse

(2) Radio: (See Annex C, Part II, for details)s
Thirty-nine strike reports were transmittcd and received during these
missionse

J»  Intellismonce Summaryi

(1) Enemy Air Oppogitiont (See Annex D, Part I, for
details). Air opposition was negligible on these missions, only 2
attacks being made by tho 67 cnemy aircraft sightods

(2) Epemy Antiaircyaft: (See Annex D, Part II, for
details)s Flak was heavy, meagoer and inaccurate, with no bombers
sustaining damage. .




>

—

UmHm=OnyP O OLa

-

THIS PAGE 1S UNCLASSIFIED

(3) Damagc Assessment: (See Annex D, Part ILI, for
details).

(a) Mission NMumber 263, Utsunomiva: A& total of .94
square miles (3402 per cent of the built-up arca) was destroyed. Four
unnumbered targets were damagede

(b) Migsion Mumber 26k, Ichinomiva: Damage to this
target was o0l square mile (8 per cont of the built-up area), One
unnumbered target was damageds

(¢) Mission Mumber 265, Tsurugas A total of 77
square mile (68 per cent of the built-up area) vas destroyede Iwo
numbered targets and 1 unnumbered target vere damageds

(d) Iiission Mumber 266, Uzajima: No photo reconnai-
ssance was available on the damage to this target by this strike.
Damage assossmont to Uwajima will be included in the Tactical Mission
Roport for Missions 297 throush 302, to be issucd in tho ncar futuree

(¢) Migsion Number 247, Kawasaki Petroleum Center:
Damage was scattorcd, with 6 per cent of the storajie capacity being
damaged. Thirty-sceven specific units wero damaged, including T
ad jaccnt numbered targetse

- P
i el oo iz

CURTIS E. LeMAY
Ma jor General, U.S.A,
Commanding

-
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ANEX

QPERATIONS

I - Navigation Trsck Chart
IT - Radar Approach Charts
III - Mean Points of Impact
IV - Bombing
V - Flight Engineering Chart
VI - Radar
VII - Gunnery
VIII = Air-Sea Rescue Chart
IX = Air-Ses Roscue Reports
Section A - 58th Wing Report No, §

Section B = 315th Ting Report No, 1

Missions No, 263, 264, 265, 266 and 267

15/13 July 1945
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APRIL 1945

PART1 NAVIGATION TRACK CHART

130°

LEDGEND

| e X e X 310tH

P — ———3i5th

130°

LANDFALL

1st. Last
1214022 1215472

. 1216212  1Z17068

1213312 1215222
1213502 1215412
1214502 1216 047

135°

TARGET
tet Last
1214192 121639%
121553 12174562
1214002 121607 2
1214132 1216262

1215062 1216192

LAND'S END \

Ist Last
1214352 1216532

1216102 1218032
1214362 1216302
1214262 121640
1215132 12162€2

TAKE OFF
58th 1217052 1208402
73rd 120905 1210162
313th 1207512 1209152
3l4th 120700Z 120812 Z

,3I5th 1208302 1209092

5 <
MISSION NOQ_263-267
DATE 1213 JuLY 45
XXI BOMCOM. ____|
A d -
e —— e ___"__._ —350|
| 301
l " \"\ “GHICHI JIMA |
\ \ . |
Cxinawa ] WO JiMa
1st. Last
’ 58th 1210332 1211482
. . - e _73rd 1212132 1213102 __ |
R —[_ 313th 1210632 121241 &
3i14th 1210358 121492
[ 315th 1212012 1212322
20° i
|

‘GUAM

LANDING
1221362 1300552
1221472 1301042
1220202 1223242
2025421300302

122221Z 130005

TRAGK GHART XXI BOMBER GOMMAND

=

B8-76-6&

REPRODUCED 35thPTU..
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APPROACHES TO ICHINOMIYA
“ACTUAL SGOPE PHOTOS

ALT. APPROX. 10,000’ TO 15,00

ClU - XXI B.G

A2 SECTION XX| BOMBER GOMMAND
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ROACHES TO ICHINOMIYA
UAL SCOPE PHOTOS
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TSURUGA

KATATA

OTSU

GIFU

A-2 SECTION XXI BOMBER COMMAND

GIU XXI B.C.
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APPROACHES TO UWAJIMA
ACTUAL SCOPE PHOTOS
ALTITUDE 10000 FEET
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PART 11
MEAN PGINTS OF IMPACT

TR e v SR
7 ﬂ?MISSION NO.264

MISSION NO.265
ESURUGA AREA (Urban)
13 i

Utsuno: 0<
i X,
Jsurdpa 4"’45‘4_&,,
Ichinemiyo
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PART 111"
MEAN PCINTE OF IMPAGT

AN s 7 B 4 BT
MISSION NO.264
ICHINOMIYA AREA "A"
73rd.Wing R

£

Utsunomfy
K4, ’
. 845,
bichinomiya

ISSION_ NO. 263 i
UNOMIYA AREA (Urbon) 4
-Wing

: MISSION NO.26

TS A

KAWASAKT  PETRILEUM éENTEHR
Target No.90.17-128 F
315th. Wing
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PART IV - BOLBING

1., Mission No, 263, Utsunomive Urban Arca:

a, The greatest difficulty encountered was a ten-tenths under-
cest in the target area, Almost all bombin, s eccomplished by radar
and DR navigation, In all cases where radar was operative, the radar-

3 sight coordination synchronization proccdure was used,

b, The wing dispatched a weather plane ahead of the main
fores to obtain and transmit wind direction and velocity to the main
force, The practice of dispatching a weather shiv ahead of the main
force is considered highly satisfactory and a great aid to bombing air=
craf't,

¢, Malfunction of bombing equipment occurred in § aircraft,
One aircreft reported malfunction of bomb bay doors, 2 aircraft reported
malf'unction of B-10 shackles and 2 aircraft encountered malfunction of
unknovn causc, .

d, Tho mission was well planned from a bombing standpoint and
no difficulty was cncountered in oxecuting the plan, excspt for weather
in the target erca, The IP and axis of attack vere highly satisfactory,

e, Comprossibility of this wing was 140 minutes, The average
drift reported was 7 degrees right,

2, Mission No, 264, Ichinomiya Urban Area:

a, The target area was ten-tenths undercast which permitted
only 8 visual sightings. Some Qifficulty was oncountered in identifying
the target with radar, because tho terget was small, The wind obtained
by the weather aircraft wes accurate and oonsidered a great aid to the
aircraft of the main force, Severnl aircraft reported melfunction. of
bombing equipment as follows: bomb doors, lj B-10 shackles, 1; unknown,
23 A-4 release, 2; end T-19 adapter, 3, The bombing was accomplished wit!
rader performing the principal sighting operation,

b, Three aircraft bombed targets of opportunity (1 of which
also bombed tho primary target) within the empire, The 2 aircraft that
borbed only targets of opportunity did so dus to engine failures,

¢, The mission was considered weoll plamned from the bombing
standpoint, The average drift reported was 1 doegree left, The compres=
sibility was very poor and was abttributed to adverse weather conditions
on route to the target, Compressibility was 112 minutes,

5, ilssion No, 265, Tsuruza Urban Areg:

a, Bombing was accomplished by radar and dead reckoning navi-
gntion, as weather in the torget areo was ten-tenths undercast,

b, The greatest difficulty encountered was a weather front
in tho target orea and a wind shift during the latter part of the strike
ing period, contrary to the wind obtnined by the weather ghip, Two
aircroft bombed targets of opportunity when mechanical difficulties were
oncountered which prevented them from reaching the primary target, Five
aircraft reported malfunction of bombing equipment as follows: B=10
shackles, 3; A=4 release, 1, end intervalometer, 1,

¢, The mission was considered well plamed from o bombing
standpoint, The average drift reported was g degrees pight, Compres-
sibility for the wing was 127 minutes,

©28w
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4, Mission No, 266, Uwoijimn Urban ireas

a, 211 bombing wos accomplished by redor as the target area
vie.s ten~tenths undercast, Severc weather was oncountered ot the tare
get and many aircreft bombed under instrument conditions,

b, The greatest difficulty encountered was o weather front
lying over the targst area which made it very difficult to obtain ac=
curcte winds, The aircraft dispatched to obtain wind direction and
+elocity proved to be very bensficicl,

6, Nino airer:{'t ropertud melfunction of bosbing wguipment
os follows: B-10 shackles, 4; .=% rslease, 2, ond bomb racks, 3,

- d, The ni;
stondpoint, The o
sibility for the wirs

ion wos considcred woll y ncd from . c.bombing
go drift rcvorted was 3 degress left, Compres-
wes 133 = tos,

5, Liscion Yo, 267, Fowasaki ictroloun Contar:

a, Bonbing was accomplished by radar, oxecept for 3 aircraft
thot bombad visucily when thoir rador sots boonme ineperative,

b, One rnircraft reported malfunction of bomb doors,

¢, The grectest difficulty encountored wes the inoperative
rader reported by the alreraft,

d, The average drift reported was 29 right, Compressibility
for the wing was 73 minutes,
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D4RT VI - RaDaR

1, Equipment Ferformance = .1..1;(5-13:

Q.

=2

.

Number

Humber

Number

Number

Number

of sets operntive at twke-off: 466 (863%7),

of sats operative over taorget: 437

of sets operctive on landing: 431

of ‘planes using azimuth stebilization: 337 (7'1.1%).

of set failures: 2

Intorferonce was encountered at tcrget aren, IF and land-

was due

to the woathor ot these po

£
ats,

nverage maximum renge (in nauticsl miles) of torgots:

70 at 5000 to 10,000 It
66 at 10,000 to 15,200 ft

~vercge maximum roange (in nautical miles) of beacons -

120 at 5000 to 10,000 £+%
132 at 10,000 to 15,000 rt
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i, average moximum ronge of Japanese Coast « 45 nautical miles,
Je Remarks:

(1) Brief ing material was good with the exception that the
73rd Wing stnted the radar strip wos of little value and was supplemented
by 2 ndditional short range pictures from their files,

(2) Hethods of relcnse:

(a) Radar direct non-synchronoua

(b) Rader direct synchronous,

2, Rcodar Bombing - 4N/oPQ-1:

o, Number of scts operative nt take~off: 54
b, Number of sets operative over torgot: 54
¢, Number of sets operative on roturn: 52

1

4, 4verage Maximum range (in nnutical miles):

S0 at 15,000 £t
100 at 10,000 £t

6, Interference: leather and other APQe7 sots,

£, Coast of Japan wns picked up 2t 50 nautical miles,
g, Equipment foilures: 2

h, Remarks:

(1) 50 individual synchronous radar releanses; 2 visual
releasss,

(2) Landfall was eagily idontified-but some operantors had
difficulty with the IP,

(3) Briefing was satisfactory,

(4) Aiming polnts worc difficult to pick-up until ot
6loso range,

3, Loran - APN-4 ond APN-Q:
a, Nusber of fixes reported: 3478
b, antenna used ond usable maximum range:
Fixed Trajling Sommand
(1) Ground-Yave 475 618 410
(2) Sky-Wove 1200 1345 1330
¢, Inoperative sets: 16

4, IFP . SCRoco5:

o, Sets turned on and off as per §OP,
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b, Number of time checked: 32 times,

¢, 1 ¥alfunction, dus to burned out transmitter, no signal

given out,

Se

Absolute iltimeter - SCR 7)8:
a, Number of operative sets: 216,

b, Number of incporative sets: 2,

A ow R OF R ¥

T.RT VII ~ GUNHERY
Vo, of 4/C firing: None,

Average turret load:

E Ua N L IE
400 388, 3 400 325 300

iverage no, of rounds fired in combat per turret:

® i z L b
0 0 0 4] 0

No, of rounds fired in combat: O
No, of rounds used for tost firing: 3670, }\vsarage per gun: 3,3,

Cuns Londed:

Hot Cold Hot Hot Cold
¥alfunctions: C.E.C.

1 Rhoostot out

Total poercentage of equipment operative:

g,F.C. CiL, .50 M, G,
99, 9% 100% (none used)

Remarks: There was no gunnery activity on these missions,
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APRIL 1945 PART VI AR SEA RESC,

UE CHART

1300 135°

Otae

Tokyo

T
MISSION NO263-267

DATE [2-13 JULY '45 |-
XXI BOMCOM.

30

[OKINAWA

250 —— —i

20

@ 1214302 }

Ghaie18852

@ susmarine :
@ - surrace vesseL
A — NAVY DUMBO
A — super DumBoO

150 e — ——— —— SRR —

1. Submar;
on stationy

2 .Dumbo:
stations f|
planes pag

Ines and surface vessels werp-to be
£ during entire mission. r

and super dumbos wers to be-on
om fimes indicated until aii|strike
ssed on return. I

134

0° : 135°

Crosh b
stations
and Til
times of

140° - 1a8°

joats were {o be on
otf Guam, Soipan,
ian during criticol

take -off & landing |

TRACK. CHART XXI' BOMBER COMMAND

—

B-76-62 . .REPRODUCED 35th.P T.
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PiRT IX - SECTION i ~ DITCHING REPORT*

1, Mission No, 263, 1R=13 July 45, Date of Report: 19 July 45,
2," Wing: S58th OGroup: 468th Squedront 792nd Flane No; 42-24855,

3, Cause of Ditching: Fuel transfer system out preventing trans-
fer of fuel from No, 1 which was fecthered. .

4, Time of Ditching: 2155%, 13 July 1945, Location: 1837N-14412E,
5, Crew:
Position Name Rank st So
P IRVIN 4. STAVIN 1st Lt Roscued
cr EDY.RD M. MAR.NTETTE 2na Lt Rescued
N RICHARD B, LACROSSE 2nd Lt Rescued
B DONALD J, P.ASQU.LRIELLO 2nd Lt Rescued
FE Robert M, Watehouse Sgt Rescued
v WALTER J, BIELSKI 2nd Lt Rescued
R Fronk V, Ortiz, Jr, Sgt Rescued
sG Robert E, Silcox Sgt Rescued
16 williom H, Fearce Cpl Drowned
RG Bruce S, Galbraith Cpl Rescued
e Williem », Teague Cpl Drowned

6, Narrative Report:

a. TFrior to Ditching: Over Iwo at 0528 airoraft had 1549 -
gollons of fuel on board with contcet conditions at Tinien, About 2%
hours out of Iwo the engineer noted that A wes low on fuel and 300
gallons were transferred from #1, 2 and 3 tanks into #1, It was then
noticed that #1 was using excessive fuel and shortly thereafter #1 stor-
ted backfiring ond smoking. #1 was feathered, then the fusl transfer
system failed when the engineer was ottempbing to transfer the fuel from
#1 into the remaining good engines, 450 gollons of fuel remained avail-
ablo for the three good engines, It was determined that ‘aireraf't had
insufficient available fuel to Peach base and when a convoy was sighted
pilot docided to ditch near convoy.

b, Freparation for d.%ching:

(1) TFilot established contact with dumbo on VHF and dumbo
vios on scene nt the time of ditching. Radio operator did not attempt to
contact ASR facilities or Wing Ground Station,

(2) No equipment was jettisoned due to faulty bomb boy
doors, Loose equipment was thrown into bomb bay, Ditching braces wers
installed with some difficulty owing to poor condition of the seturing
bolts, astrodome and all escape hatches wore opened prior te ditohing,

¢, Ditching - Fersonnel:

(1) The pilot and co«pilot werc in their seats with saf ety
bolts and shoulder harnesses fastened,

(2) The navigotor assumed ditching position under his tabl
focing aft and using porachute for padding.

% Basad on 58th Wing .ir-Sea Rescue Report No, 5,
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(3) The bombardier assumed ditching position along side
.of the engineer, No safety bolt was available for his use but he im-
provised his own,

(4) The flight engincer remained in his seat with hands
braced against the enginser's panel,

(5) The radio operator remained in his seat facing aft
with back braced against upper forward turret,

(6) The CFC Gunner took a position at the nft side of the
lower forward turret with back braced against wpper forward turret using
poarachute for padding and feet braced against pressure bulkhead door,

(7) The right and left gunners ond the radar operator
assuned positions against the after pressure bulkhead in the rear un-
pressurized compartment,

(8) The tail gunnor romained in the tail gunner's comparte
ment,

.4, Ditching liroraft:

Doscent was made from 4000 fest with % flaps, Approach was
mode at 120 MrH slightly cross wind and porallel with the swells which
wore about six fezt high and about 20 feet from crest to crest, Speed
at impoact was 95-100 ¥rH, Landing was made on the crest of a swell, nose
up obout 50, Four slight impacts were felt bofore the final impanot which
was violent, Right wing hit crost of swell causing aircraft to swerve
violently to the right, Fuselage broke just oft of the wing and reor
section sank in less than one minute, Forward section floated nose downs
with trailing edge of wing above woter, for about two minutes,

e, Bscape:

(1) The pilot was knocked unconsoious by impact but re-
goined consciousness. as soon ns wator entered the forward compartment,
He unfastened his safety belt and left through the pilot's window, Tilot
estimotes that the nose was under .twenty feet of water when he escaped,

(2) Co-pilot escapod through tho co-pilot's window,

(3) The bombardier was thrown forward by the impact and
followed the engineer through’tho engineer's hatch,

(4) The CFC Gunner, radio operator and navigator left
through the astrodome; -

- (5) The right and left gunners and radar man left through
the rear escape hatoh,

(6) The tail gunner escapod through the tail gunner's
escape hatch,

(7) 411 Mae Wests functioned normally but some difficulty
was experienced due to improper fitting of Mne Vest,

(8) The a~3 life rafts were rolensed from the inside,
Both rafts functioned normally, Two ndditional rofts were dropped by
the Dumbo, 411 rafts were recovered but some difficulty was experienced
in boarding the rafts while wearing inflated Mne ¥ests, The CFC Gunner
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had a C~1 raft but when difficulty was experiencod in getting the roft

out of the packet it was abandoned, all crew mombers except the left

gunner and tail gunner got inte the large rofts, The left gunner and

tail gunner were panicky and were scen struggling in the water with Mae

West infleted but making no progress toward rafts, It is bslieved by

the surviving crew members that the left gunnor and tail gunner were

pulled under by debris as the plane sank or slipped out of their Mae

Yiests which were-improperly fitted as por instructions received at -
Topcka, Kansas,

£, Survival:

No rationing was instituted due to the immediate prosence
of the convoy, Survivors were in the water only aubout 30 minutes bdefore
boing picked up by the FG 1551 and LSM 345,

g, ‘“eather:

“lind 8 knots from 1200, Ceiling 2000' scattered cumulus,
Visibility unrestricted., Swells about 6' deop and 20' between crests,
Sea was moderately choppy, -

h, Rescue:

A dumbo was circling ;_t ths time of ditching. .11 sur-
vivors were picked up in 30 minutes by o sub chosor and LSM from the
convoy, N

7, Suggestions of the Crew:

. a, CFC Gunner believes that tumncl is better ditching po-
sition than egainst turret becausc he was tossed around when nircraft
slowed around, also suggests that bombardior take position beside him
in ‘tunnel,

b, Bombardier's position unsatisfactory, He devised o belt
to hold himself in position but this folled to help and he was thrown
forword,

¢, Proper instruction in tight fitting of the Mae West and
wot dinghy drill should be given ot Topoka ond other training stations
in the Continental United States, (Note this was o new crow very re=-
cently reported in from the States, Most of the crew had had no wet
dinghy drill prior to this mission,)
8, A4otion teken by Wing:

a, B-15 Emergency Belts previously ordered have not arrived,

Groups have been instructed to manufacture bolts locally,

b, Tet dinghy drill for all new crews will be mendatory with-
in tho Wing prior to new crews going on thair first mission,

9, OComments: This crew did a good job of ditching the aircraft
as evidenced by the fact that all 11 crew members were alive -after
londing hod been effectod, Loss of the left gummer and teil gunner
appoara due to lack of familiarity with equipment and insufficiont wet
dinghy training,
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PART IX - SECTION B . DITCHING REFORT*
1, Wing: 315th Group: 16th Squadron: 16th B=-29 Aircraft No,
4R-63603,
2, Mission Number: =267, 12 July 1945,
3, Couse of Bailout: Throe runaway propellers, engines #1, 3 ond 4,
4, Time and Tosition of Bajlout: 1934K, 12 Juiy 1945, approximately
80 miles North of western tip of Orote Feninsula, CGuam, Coordinates:

1436N - 144258,

5, Rescuc: 13 July 1945, Two crew members by LCI 947 at 0208K
and 0430K; one by LCI 603 at 0746K,

6, Crocw:
- Dosition Name Rank L8N logt Seen
“C EILFORD i, BERRY lst Lt 0531337 In iirplane
JAMES TRIVETTE, SR 2nd Lt 02069867 Rescued
N K, WiRREN ROLLINS 1st Lt 0738889 Bailing Out
B REX E, WERRING, JR, 1lst Lt 0732474 Rescued
Vo IRVING W, AMERINGER 2nd Lt 020688 25 Bailing Out
FE Morton Finkelstein Sgt 32977132 Bailing Out
RO Robert &, Lynch Sgt 16135884 Bailing Out
BS Horold I, Sohaeffor S/Sgt 15068491 In Airplane
Ls Cloronce N, Nelson Sgt 13188055 Rescued
TG Thilip G, Tripp Sgt 31426856 Killed

7. Narrative Report:

a, History of Trouble: The aircraft acted properly during
tokew-olf (1904X) and climb, aftor leveling off ot 6200 £t,, RTM wos
roduced but No, 1 remained at 2400, The airplane Commander reduced the
RPi of No, 1 to 2000 with tho feathering bubton, almost immediotely,
however, it incransed and went wild. The ilrplane Commander hit the
fepthering button but it had no effect, so he pulled the throttle back,
told the Bombardier to salvo the bombs and headed foy Guam, On the turns
Ho, 3 started building up and ogain the feathering button was ineffective,
The Airpleone Commander gave the order to proparc to ditech, Almost im=-
mediately, No, 4 ran awny and the order to bail out was given, The
altitude was about 4500 feet, and the alrcraft was dropping at about
1000 £t per minute, The I'ilot took over tho plane while the Airplane
Commander fastened his parachute and one man 1ife raft, The Pilot rang
thoe alarm bell and called the left scanner and tail gunner on interphone,

b, Freparation for Bailout: The bombs had been salvoed and
the doors closed, Ench man fnstened his parachute and hooked on his
C~2 raft, The Bomburdier opened the bhomb bay doors, The pressure bulke
head wos opened by the Radar Operator or Navigator,

¢, Radio Frocedure: The Airplane Commander attemptod to transe
mit on VHF, channel C, but it appeared to be dead, He then switched ta
channel 4, Bombardier reported that Filot wos not gotting out on this
chennel, 4lso, no word has been received of roceipt of any mossage by

_any oireraft or ground station,

% Baged on 315th Wing Air-Sea Rescue Report Yo, 1,
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d, Bail Outr

(1) Exit through Forward Bomb Bay,

The Navigator and Radar Oporator went out first (order
unLnown), and their chutes were soen to open by the Bombardier who was
third out, The Radio Operator hesitated but left somatime between the
time the Bombardier and Pilot bailed out, The Filot was next out and
saw one chute open just before he left the airplane, With the exception
of the sirplane Commander, the front of the airplane was clear when he
left, and the altimeter indicoted 500 feet, No difficulty was experienced
in leaving the hatch, The Bombardier and 2ilot put their hands along the
odge of the bulkhead door and dove out in one motion,

(2) Exit through Rear Bomb Bay,

The Right Scannor had beeun briefed to bail out first
and wos fully gearsd and ready to go, The Lof't Scanner motioned him out
but he (Right Scanner) "looked blank", The Loft Scanner then asked him
to stop aside so ho(left Scannsr) conld go outy thinking that so doing
the Right Scanner might gain confidence, The Right Scanner stepped as-
idey, still mute, and tho Left Scanner dovo out tho pressure bulkhead
door, The Right Scanner was nover seen to loave the airplane,

(3) Altitude and time for Bailout: Botween 1500 ft and
500 ft, Time interval upproximately.li minutos betwoeen first and last
nan, -

e, Survival:
(1) Lt, Trivette:

(a) There was no shock felt on opening of the chute,
He hit the water almost immediately after pulling the rip cord, hit the
quick rolense button and escaped casily from the parachute, The harness
and dinghy started to float away (tho parachute had not collapsed and
apparontly the snap lanyard had not been hooked to the 1ife vest), He
kicked off his shoos and swom aftor the parachuto,

(b) During this intervael he saw a flash on the horiszon
vhen the airplane blew up, After o while two planes circled over him
and he folt for the {lares normally carried in the pocket of the summer
flying suit, They wore missing, (Lt, Trivotte stated they were placed
in the pocket, but he was not sure the pocket w buttoned,) Three ine
dividual 2 stor flares were fired in a triangle around him,

.

(c) The sea became roughor and began to broak over his
head, so he went after the dinghy which was still attached to the para-
chute and was submerged, He zathered the shroud 1lines in his hand and
wont dovm, hand under hand after the raft, rotrieving it on the third
attempt, Lt, Trivette looked for a wheel to turn to inflate the raft
andy not finding any, was somewhat confused, finally pulling on a loose
string, This turned out to be the rip cord of the lever type valve and
tho raft inflated,, No difficulty was expericncod entering the raft, He
abtempted to bail out the raft but after working some time gave it up
as woater splashed in as rapidly as it could be removed,

(d) Soon, on airplane started to circle and ho looked
for the flares in the raft, The airplane passed before he found the flare

- but he was ready and shot a flare the next timo it come over, He removed

the cap and had some difficulty firing the flare due to lack of famili-
arity with it, Finally he felt the ring, pulled it and the flare func=
tioned normally, He saw a search light with n green filter on the horizon
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oand fired another flare, Soon he saw a ship outlined on the horizon
and fired a floro just as it was about to run him down, The ship stood
by and picked him up, - .

(2) Lt, Werring:

(a) Lt, YWerring did not expcrience any opening shock,
Upon hitting the water ho inflated his Mae Test (no recollection of gete
ting out of the harness) and retrieved his dinghy, sbout that time he
sew the airplane explode about 50-200 feet above the water in a wing
dovm attitude, He heard the Navigator c¢all for help and could hear him
coughing, Lt, Worring tried to swim in that direction and drag his dinghy
with him but had little success, He then went about inflating the dinghy
and like Lt, Trivette looked for a wheel valve, He finally "grabbed a
handful of string®, and inflated the raft, He saw one flars (2 star- -rod)
go off in what scemed to be the opposite direction from where the airplo.ne
went down but was not certain of the direction,

(b) Vhile attempting to get in the raft an airplane
circled overhead but he couldn't get flares to signal it, He took some
flores from his pocket ond shot ono off just as the airplane passed on
a return run, The plane turned and Lt, “Werring shot another flare and o
couple of tracers, The plane dropped a surfaco flare obout 15 yards from .
tho roft and blinked his recognition lights, 411 in all the plane dropped
3 surfece flares, It circled once more and then took off, (The airplane
orviting above the raft had engine trouble and had to return to base,)

(¢) Lt, Werring become ill, dozed off, and sometime
loter wos awnkened by a plane overhead, after two misfires he got one
trocor off, There were quite a few planes searching with landing lights
on, & small ship come by, running without lights except one small one -
on the bow, He yelled but wes not heard, He then started looking for
signal equipment on the dinghy but was undor the impression the rafts
did not contain any, so after only & short search he gave up, (Each Ce2
raft contains two Mark 1, Mod O and two M-75 distress signals or four
4~75 signals if the M-1, Mod O is not available,) Ho attempted to bail
out the raft but found the bailing bucket incffective,

(d) Some time later an LCI started turning in his
dircction with search lights on, Lt, Werring paddled toward the ship,
finclly got in the beam and was picked up,

(3) Sgt Nelson:

(o) The parachute opening shock was negligiblo and
almost immediately of terwards Sgt, Nelson hit the water, Escape from
the parochute was accomplished without difficulty but the snap lanyard
of the one-man life raft was not hooked and the raft was irrotrievably
lost, His flares were lost from his pocket and the only night signal
available was tracer ommunition,

(b) During the night Sgt, Melson saw several aireraft
circle neurby end fired tracer ammunition to no apparent avail, Sur-
face vessels wore searching nearby with socarch lights playing but ho was
unoble to attract their attention or get in the beoam, At one time he
saw four flares (2 star-red) in as many distinct locations,

(c) 1In the morning an airplane returning from the raid
pessod overheand and Sgt, Nelson broke out his sea marker dye, another
B-29 was soen to pass and then a Dumbo spotted hint, The Dumbo dropped
o "sea marker bomdb" and led the ICI to Sgt, Helson, .

3hn




